
Response of District Magistrate, Agra in compliance of order dated 20.09.2022 in 
the matter of O.A No. 316 of 2022Dr. Sharad Gupta Vs State of UP. 

In the aforesaid matter, grievance made by Dr. Sharad Gupta resident of 24, Heera 

Bagh Colony, Dayal Bagh, Agra are that as per News Article published in Times of 

India dated 06.03.2022 the ravines are being destroyed by large scale mining in the 

vicinity of Taj Mahal and restricted flood plan zone of river Yamuna. Destruction of the 

forest ravines, which are natural habitat for over 1000 species of animals and plants, 

will lead to devastation of the ecological chain as well as harm the Taj Mahal. It would 

also affect original land scape and contour in the vicinity of Taj Mahal and restricted 

flood plain zone of river Yamuna in Agra, Uttar Pradesh. 

Hon’ble National Green Tribunal heard the matter on dated 09.05.2022 and 

pleased to pass order in the O.A no.316/2022 Dr. Sharad Gupta Vs State of Uttar 

Pradesh. 

In compliance of the orderJoint Committee was formed having member of 

Ministry of Jal Shakti, Government of India, Regional Office of MoEF & CC, Lucknow, TTZ 

Authority, District Administration and State PCB as a Nodal Agency for coordination 

and compliance. 

The Joint Committeesubmitted the report on dt.19.09.2022 and on the basis of 

Joint Committee report, Hon’ble National Green Tribunal heard the matter on 

dt.20.09.2022 and pleased to pass the order. The operating part of the order is quoted 

as below:- 

“In view of the averments made in the application and observations made in 
the report of the Joint Committee, we consider it appropriate to seek response from (1) 
State of Uttar Pradesh through Chief Secretary, Government of Uttar Pradesh, (2) 
Ministry of Jal Shakti, Government of India (3) Regional Office of MoEF & CC, 
Lucknow, (4) Chairman of Taj Trapezium Zone (5) Director, Mining and Geology, 
State of Uttar Pradesh, (6) Commissioner, Municipal Corporation, Agra (7) State 
PCB and (8) District Magistrate, Agra who stand impleaded as respondents No. | to 8 
and accordingly direct issuance of notices along with copies of the application and 
report of the Joint Committee to them by E-mail requiring them to file their 
response/reply to the allegations made in the application and 
observations/recommendations made in the report of the Joint Committee within two 
months by judicial-ngi@gov.inpreferably in the form of searchable PDF/OCR 
Supported PDF and not in the form of Image PDF. The registry is also directed to 
prepare and attach memo of parties with the paper book accordingly.” 

As per the direction of Hon’ble National Green Tribunal the application and 

report of the Joint Committee has been reviewed and it has been observed that as per 
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the letter no-560/22-20 dated 02.08.20220fDivisional Forest Officer, AgraTaj Forest 

block is a rugged forest area under Agra Forest division in which forest department 

have only constructed carthen check dams to prevent soil erosion and to maintain soil 

moisture. The construction of earthencheck dams has been made by local soil of the 

area for which work plan made has been approved by Ministry of Environment Forest 

& Climate Change, Government of India (Ammexure-1). 

Work rate has been approved by Conservator Forest, Agra circle, Agra vide 

letter no. 274/5-9-2 dated 15.07.2020 for regarding forest work(Annexure-2). 

In the page no-8 of the Joint Committee Report it has been observed that the 

Committee suggested that TTZ’s ravine restoration is among the best examples of 

ravine restoration for Bio-diversity protection which is being used by various 

mammals, birds and butterfly species. Although no reptile species were observed 

during the survey, except burrows which may potentially indicate the presence of 

reptiles. Earthen check dams were built to reduce the runoff in the area and the 

construction of Earthen check dams has created a negligible disturbance to the wild 

life of the area. 

As per the instructions givenby the Hon”ble Court during the hearing in O.A 

No-316/2022 on dated 20.09.2022, drone Videography and Photography was 

conducted byU.P Pollution Control Board on dt,15.11.2022. At the time of drone 

Videography Senior Mines Officer, Agra and officials of forest department were also 

present. Photographs of the Taj forest block are as below: - 

  

   Photo-1 
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Photo-4       
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Photo-7     
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Photo-11 

  
Photo-12     

In the photographsof Taj Forest Block(S1. No 1 to 12)no mining activity has 
been observed in the vicinity of Taj Mahal. The Videography of the said area is being 

annexed with the response. 

It is pertinent to mention that there are no prescribed guidelines for mining 

activity within Taj Trapezium Zone other than Uttar Pradesh Minor Minerals 

(Concession) Rules, 2021. In the Taj Forest Block, forest department make 

earthencheck dams after the approval of their work plan from MoEF CC, GOI 
(Annexure-3).Senior Mine officer also informed vide its letter dt.10.08.2022 that as 

per the provisions of Uttar Pradesh Minor Minerals (Concession) Rules, 2021 mining 

operation permission is only given by the concerned District Magistrate outside the 

forest area(Anmexure-4) 

In view of the averments made in the application and observations made in the Joint 

Committee Report response of the undersigned is being filed for kind perpsal and 
necessary action. 
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